
Hello Brock Middle Parents/Guardians; 
 
--------------------REMINDERS-------------------- 
A Quick Reminder of Important Info: 
September 8/9 – Teachers Orientation and Preparation Days (No Students). Teachers contacting 
parents/guardians who do not respond to the survey via phone. 
Thursday, September 10 – Gr. 7 & ARC Orientation Day – Full Day 
Friday, September 11 – Gr. 8 & 9 Orientation Day – Full Day 
For District Resource Room students – Teachers will be contacting families to set times for  individual meetings to occur 
on September 10th and 11th. 
  
Please complete the Health Assessment form (attached again) and have your child bring with them to school. 
It is recommended students come to school with a single mask. They will be provided with 2 masks at school, however, 
on the first day, it would be helpful if they arrived with a mask until we can do the Health & Safety Training and 
distribute masks. Supplies have been held up at the border so we may only provide one mask on the first day. 
In my previous email I had stated we were working to have schedules in myEd for parents/students by September 8th. 
We are still hopeful that this will be possible, in particular for our Gr. 7’s who come to us on Thursday, September 10th. 
We have encountered some challenges and are working through those, so Gr. 8/9 schedules may be delayed. More 
information tomorrow. 
------------------------------------------------------- 
Thank you for your emails over the past few days. Many have been quite uplifting in these challenging times and are very 
much appreciated. This is “Episode 3” (hopefully more on point than Star Wars Episode 3) of my emails. There may be an 
Episode 4 depending on how long this ends up being. I may extend my emails to a 4th to keep the information in this one 
to a digestible size.  
I hope that you and your family continue to enjoy the beautiful summer that we are having. All our staff is very much 
looking forward to having the students back at Brock Middle and getting back to teaching and learning. The overview 
below will hopefully allow you to understand the structures that we have created to form Learning Groups and maintain 
the learning opportunities for students while allowing for them to experience a safe and caring learning environment.  
In the examples below, your child will be in a Learning Group (Team) and then in a Cohort within that Learning Group 
(i.e. 7.01 or 7.02). They may mix with the other cohort(s) for PE, Electives or French/Careers, however, they will not be 
mixed with any other Learning Group at any point in their schedules. As I mentioned yesterday, this means that changes 
to electives or requests for specific classes, cannot be accommodated for the most part. We are also not able to move 
students between Learning Groups. Our goal is that Learning Groups remain constant for the entirety of the school year 
to help with possible exposure and contact tracing. Obviously students joining us mid-year will be able to join a Learning 
Group. 
 
General Example of a GRADE 7 Learning Group Schedule 

 
The diagram above shows a Learning Group (Team 1) that contains 2 groups of 30 (max) students and 2 teachers. The 
total Learning Group size (students + Core teachers) is a max 60 people. As you can see, Teacher A works with Cohort 
7.01 within this Learning Group, while Teacher B works with Cohort 7.02. Within these 60 people, students/teachers are 
not required to mask or physically distance. They may choose to do so at all times, this is perfectly acceptable. Teachers 
of a Learning Group may choose to do some activities, projects or learning together. It is also possible that one teacher 
may teach 7.01 and 7.02 Humanities (English/Social Studies) while the other teacher teachers Math/Science to these 



two Cohorts. It is up to them to decide how they would like to structure the learning within the Learning Group. When 
teachers are with students out of learning group (i.e. Electives), the teacher will be wearing masks or socially distancing 
while they teach or work with students as per Ministry of Education Restart Guidelines. Students, at this point in time, 
will not be required to do so in these other blocks because they are only interacting with students within their Learning 
Group. They are always welcome to do so should they choose. 
General Example of a GRADE 8/9 Learning Group Schedule 

 
 

 
Above are examples of a Grade 8 and 9 Learning Group which are very similar in structure. A Learning Group consists of 
3 Cohorts of 30 (max). As mentioned previously, students plus core academic teachers in grade 8/9 Learning Groups 
equals 90. As you may notice, Teacher A teachers Math and Science to all students in the Learning Group. Teacher B 
teaches English and Social Studies to all the students in the learning group. There are situations where it was required to 
use a non-Learning Group teacher for one of these core academics to allow students the opportunity to participate in an 
elective that their Learning Group teacher offers and to ensure that teachers had full teaching schedules. When a teacher 
is out of or coming to a class from out of that Learning Group, they will be required mask or socially distance with the 
class (i.e. Electives). Again, students will not be required to do so but may choose to if they wish. 
  
In areas of the school or specific programs that are supporting students (i.e. Learning Assistance or WIN (Whatever I 
Need) Room) from multiple learning groups, teachers and students will be required to wear a mask or socially distance. 
Our ARC (Adapted Resource Room) and District Resource Rooms will be connected to a cohort (still under the limit of 
numbers) to allow for these students to be a part of regularly programmed learning opportunities without requiring a 
mask. It is extremely important to Brock Middle that students in these programs be included in classes outside of their 
Rooms/Programs in a manner matching their peers. 
  
Health & Safety Document & Overview 
I have attached a document (2020-09-01-Brock Overview). This document is Draft and continues to be updated and have 
details added. We will update it regularly on our website.  
  

 



Educational Options for Students 
At this point in time, there are 3 different educational options available to families and students of Brock Middle: 
Homeschool, Distributed Learning (@KOOL), or attendance at Brock Middle. If your child is immunocompromised, then 
please connect with the school and we will work with you determine the options available to your child. For all other 
students, if you are choosing not to send your child to Brock Middle , then your options are Homeschool or Distributed 
Learning (DL). SD73 schools, including Brock Middle, will NOT be offering a similar model as in March – June where 
teachers sent work home or provide online learning. PLEASE NOTE: If you choose to Homeschool or DL you will not lose 
your ‘spot’ at Brock Middle. There will be a space here for you, however, placement will be based on available space 
within Learning Groups/Cohorts and electives. Please contact the school if you are planning one of these other 
educational models so we can support you in making this transition. We will also send out a survey tomorrow for 
families to let us know what they are considering at this time so we have this data.  
  
Final Notes 
Based on the amount of content in this email, I will send out the survey and a few other items tomorrow to allow you to 
process and digest what is outlined above. As always, please feel free to reach out to the school, one of the office team 
(including VPs) or myself via phone or email. We are happy to answer any questions. 
  
Again, thank you for your  feedback and support for Brock Middle and it’s staff. These are challenging times and 
challenging changes to the way we operate as a school. With change comes discomfort, anxiety and potentially 
frustration. Through supporting each other, asking good questions and pulling together, the Brock Middle community 
will come out the other side stronger. Our goal is to make this a great year of experiences, learning and fun for our 
students. Although school looks different, this is an important year of learning in the time and span of our student’s lives. 
We want to set them up to grow, excel and be successful for many years to come.  
  
Have a wonderful evening, and again, look for an email from me tomorrow. 
  
  
  
  

 

Chris Horton 
Principal 
Brocklehurst Middle School 
School District 73 - Kamloops-Thompson 
Phone: (250) 376-1232 

 


